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Combine world-leading plant science, nutrition, 

and health research to develop market-ready 

nutritious food products from plants.

Exploit capability and expertise in the 

validation of food health claims to underpin 

and accelerate commercialisation.

Overcome challenges of marketing 

innovative food products by harnessing 

expertise in ethics, public perception, and 

consumer behaviour.





A unique cluster of world-
class institutions, all located 

within a 1km radius.





Understanding how 
food can maintain 

and promote health 
and healthy ageing 

Enhancing 
crops and base 

ingredients to 
optimise health 

benefits 
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Developing 
more resilient 

and sustainable 
crops

Case study – Purple tomatoes

Norfolk Plant Science Ltd., a joint spinout from 
the John Innes Centre and The Sainsbury 
Laboratory has bred purple tomatoes in their 
plant breeding programmes with very high levels 
of specific phenolic compounds.  

Their research has shown that the inclusion of  
purple, high-anthocyanin tomatoes in the diet of 
cancer-prone mice can extend life-span by 30%. 

They tested the purple tomatoes and compared 
them with red control fruit, for different human 
diseases to verify ‘super food’ claims and to 
provide recommendation on the specific foods, 
that can provide the best disease protection.

The tomatoes have received USDA SECURE 
approval and are awaiting regulatory approval 
from the Food and Drug Administration in the 
USA. It is anticipated that seed will be available 
for home gardeners for the 2022 growing 
season.

www.bigpurpletomato.com
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https://www.norwichresearchpark.com/organisation/food-and-health-alliance-faha
https://www.plantsci.org.uk/
https://www.fdf.org.uk/
https://www.agri-tech-e.co.uk/
https://bsna.co.uk/
https://britishgrowers.org/
https://bbsrc.ukri.org/
https://www.niab.com/welcome-niab
https://www.new-foodinnovation.co.uk/
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/
https://healthyageingnorwich.com/
https://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/
















https://www.great.gov.uk/international/invest/contact/
mailto:enquiries@invest-trade.uk
https://invest.great.gov.uk/uk-setup-guide/



