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Project overview

• The Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing is a priority for Norfolk 
County Council

• Protected route corridor since 2009

• The Department of Transport provided funding for NCC to prepare bid 
for funding

• Outline Business Case submitted March 2017

• Awaiting funding decision
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• Scottish Power Renewables reached 
a Final Investment Decision in 
February for East Anglia ONE

• In March it was announced that 
Great Yarmouth’s port will host the 
construction and installation 
activities for the windfarm

• 3,000 jobs to be created

• Dudgeon windfarm’s Operations and 
Maintenance Base is currently being 
completed

• Vattenfall AB has initiated 
development of the 1.8-GW Norfolk 
Vanguard offshore windfarm

• Vattenfall plans to commence 
development of the nearby Norfolk 
Boreas

Strategic 
location:



Scheme objectives

• To support the creation of new jobs, especially in the South Denes 
Local Development Order area and the Enterprise Zone, by being a 
catalyst for investment

• To support Great Yarmouth as a Centre for Offshore Renewable 
Engineering, and as a port 

• To support the regeneration of Great Yarmouth, including the town 
centre and the seafront, helping the visitor and retail economy

• To improve strategic connectivity, and reduce community severance 

• To protect and improve the environment. 

• To reduce congestion and increase journey reliability



2003 – 2009

• Invested 
£1.1m to 
identify the 
preferred 
crossing 
type and 
route

2009 – 2015

• £2.8m to 
acquire 
properties 
and land to 
safeguard 
route

2015 – 2016

• £2m 
secured 
via New 
Anglia LEP

2016 – 2017

• £1.2m 
successful 
bid for 
Outline 
Business 
Case

Investment



Funding Decision from DfT Summer 2017

Preliminary Design and Consultation April 2017 – January 2019

Consents Process January 2019 – February 2020

Procurement and Detailed Design April 2017 – February 2021

M&E Mobilisation August 2019 – February 2021

DfT Approvals September 2019 – April 2020

Produce Final Business Case March 2020

Start of Construction October 2020

Delivery timeline



Benefits: congestion

• Providing traffic relief to Breydon and Haven Bridges 

• Reducing congestion and delay in the town centre

• Improving journey time reliability

• Improving access to the peninsula

• Improving traffic safety

• Enhancing access for walking, cycling and public transport 

• Improving the resilience of the road network



Benefits: economic growth

• Potential regeneration benefits considered as part of the work done to 
support the Outline Business Case suggest:

• If Great Yarmouth’s development sites were developed and occupied by 2030, the 
net employment impact would be in the order of 3,300 full-time equivalent (FTE) 
jobs, with a total GVA contribution of around £240m

• The gross average annual employment and GVA associated with these occupiers over 
this period would be in the order of 280 FTE jobs and £20m of GVA

• A conservative assumption of the employment and GVA impacts attributable to the 
proposed scheme’s investment would be expected to be of the order of 330 FTE jobs 
and £24m of GVA by 2030. 



Benefits: housing

• Currently planned housing developments in Great Yarmouth are not 
directly dependent on the provision of a Third River Crossing. 

• However, the Local Plan Core Strategy identifies a strategic key site for 
approximately 1,000 new homes in the Great Yarmouth waterfront area, of 
which at least 350 are to be provided in the plan period (2013 – 2030). 

• The new bridge will provide long term traffic relief to this area, improving 
accessibility, and enhancing Great Yarmouth as a place in which to live. 

• The Third River Crossing will provide more-direct routes between housing 
and employment areas, supporting regeneration.



DfT priorities



Stakeholder engagement

Dates Stage Purpose

January 2017 Stage 1 initial engagement Understand views on 
congestion, share 
emerging proposals and 
understand level of 
support

September to October 
2017 

Stage 2 scheme 
development 

To seek views on the 
development work 
undertaken so far

June to September 2018 Stage 3 pre-application 
consultation 

To present details and 
understand views before 
making an application for 
planning consent



High Level 
of Support



Stage 1 consultation

• Respondents said:
• Congestion in Great Yarmouth is a serious issue

• The Third River Crossing would make their journey times shorter

• Congestion would be reduced by the new crossing



Stage 2 consultation

• Consultation runs from 4 September until 6 October 2017

• Consultation material can be viewed at series of exhibitions 
and online at: www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc



Stage 2 consultation



Stage 2 consultation



Any questions?

Consultation material can be 
viewed online at: 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc


